
Cowries, Cash, Credit and Microcredit?
A Teacher’s Resource for the International Year of Microcredit

Cowries, Cash, Credit and Microcredit? has been written

for primary and secondary teachers to introduce

students to the concept of microcredit. Microcredit,

and more broadly microfinance, is an important tool

for reducing poverty and giving poor people a better

chance to live.

This book is intended to provide teachers with activity

ideas, source material, possible assessment tasks and

other resources to explore the history of currency,

concepts of credit and debt, small business opportunities

and microcredit. The resource includes a number of

practical suggestions for incorporating microcredit

schemes into the classroom; case studies that show how

microcredit schemes have assisted in poverty reduction

and an introduction to the major microcredit

organisations.

The material can be adapted to suit a wide variety of

year levels and teaching and learning programs.
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