In an ideal world

This exercise is an excellent one for identifying what we should be striving for and how far we have to go to get there. The exercise forces us to evaluate current conditions and explore why they exist and then to consider what the ideal conditions ought to be and why. A few statements on poverty are provided. Ask the students to add several more statements on poverty and have them discuss whether they think the issues would be the same in Australia. A more challenging activity would be to add another column titled ‘How to reach the ideal’ where students can brainstorm ideas for achieving the ideal situation previously identified.

This format can be adapted and used for a number of issues such as peace, education, women, children or refugees. The following example is based on poverty.

In an ideal world . . .
But instead today . . . 
How to reach the ideal

No one would be poor.
1.2 billion people live on less than the equivalent of $1 per day.
 

No one would go hungry.
840 million people who go hungry or face food insecurity.



 

All people are able to read and write and have the chance to improve their lives.
One billion people are illiterate.
 

All poor nations would be debt-free
In 1998, for every $1 that the developing world received in grants, it spent $13 on debt repayment?
 

Adapted from an activity in The Global Classroom by Tony Townsend and George Otero, Hawker Brownlow Education, 1999, page 146.

 

